
Plagiarism KWL / Notes 

Name: 
Language Arts Teacher: 
Language Arts Block: 
 

What do I KNOW about plagiarism: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do I WANT TO KNOW about plagiarism: 
 
 
 
 
 
What I have LEARNED about plagiarism: 

 

1.  Plagiarism is using someone’s words or ideas and not giving them credit 

2. Four ways to use information 

a. Common knowledge 

b. Summary with a citation 

c. Paraphrase with a citation 

d. Using direct quotes with quotation marks and citation 

3. Three ways to avoid plagiarism is to 

a. Cite your sources first 

b. Always put information directly copied in quotation marks 

c. Don’t look at your information while summarizing or paraphrasing 

 
What else? 
  



Plagiarism KWL / Notes 

Summarizing Paraphrasing Quoting 

 Must reference the original 

source  

 The text is much shorter than 

the original text. (For 
example, one may write a 
single page to summarize a 
four-page article.)  

 Must use your own words, 
usually with a very limited 
use of quotations.  

 Must reference the 

original source  

 The text produced 

may be shorter or 
longer than the 
original text  

 Must use your own 
words  

 Must reference the original source  

 The text produced is the exact length of the original 

text quoted (unless ellipses are used) 

 Use the original author’s exact words  

 Put quotation marks around the original author’s exact 

words  

 Include the page number of the original source from 
which you borrowed the author’s original language. 

Example: 

Originial - "While the Sears Tower is arguably the greatest achievement in skyscraper 

engineering so far, it's unlikely that architects and engineers have abandoned the quest for 

the world's tallest building. The question is: Just how high can a building go? Structural 

engineer William LeMessurier has designed a skyscraper nearly one-half mile high, twice as 

tall as the Sears Tower. And architect Robert Sobel claims that existing technology could 

produce a 500-story building." From Ron Bachman, "Reaching for the Sky." Dial (May 

1990): 15. 

Paraphrase - The Sears Tower is a world marvel, and it is unknown how much higher 

skyscrapers of the future will rise. However, the design of one twice as tall as the Sears 

Tower is already on the boards, and an architect, Robert Sobel, thinks we currently have 

sufficient know-how to build a skyscraper with over 500 stories (Bachman 15). 

"Of the more than 1000 bicycling deaths each year, three-fourths are caused by head injuries. Half of those killed 
are school-age children. One study concluded that wearing a bike helmet can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 
percent. In an accident, a bike helmet absorbs the shock and cushions the head." From "Bike Helmets: Unused 
Lifesavers," Consumer Reports (May 1990): 348. 

 

The use of a helmet is the key to reducing bicycling fatalities, which are due to 

head injuries 75% of the time. By cushioning the head upon impact, a helmet can 

reduce accidental injury by as much as 85%, saving the lives of hundreds of victims 

annually, half of whom are school children ("Bike Helmets" 348). 

"Purdue OWL: Avoiding Plagiarism ." Welcome to the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL). N.p., n.d. Web. 29 Nov. 

2011. <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/930/02/>.  

 

Try it: 

 


